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they shall fall by the sicord and by tlic^/Iames^ and by captivity,
and by spoil, many days, [dining the ten Roman persecutions.]

He next describes the state of the Church, after the Roman
government became Christian, under Comtantine.

84. " But on their fall, they shall le helped with a little
help* [with the countenance and protection of the civil power;
which shall produce a great accession of dissembling converts
to the Church] for many shall cleave to them with flatteries,
[or hypocrisy^

35.   " And of the wise [themselves] several shall fall [by
heresies, schisms, and mutual persecutions] in order to pnrlfy
and make white [the approved among" them, 1 Cor. xi. 19, Ban.
xii 10] until the time of the end, [Dan. xii. 9.]    Because [the
trial is to continue] further, for the appointed time [of a time,
limes and half a time, or 1260 days, Dan. vii. 27, xii. 7.]

He further predicts the progress of the liltle horn, or papal
power, after "subduing three kings" Dan. vii. 24.

36,  u And the [papal] Hng,  [thinking to change times and
laws in the Church, Dan. xii. 25] shall act according to his
icill; and shall'exalt himself] and shall 'magnify himself above

* " In the reigns of Comtantine the Great, and his son Cvnstantlus, one half of the
Roman empiie turned Christian ; but the whole was not accomplished till the reign of
Grailant (A.D. 375,) who rejected the dignity and habit of thepontifex maximus, threw
down the idols, interdicted the sacrifices, and took away the revenues, with the salaiies
and authority of the priests. TJteodosius the Great, (in A.D. 379) followed his example,
and heathenism afterwards recoveied no more, but decreased so fast, that Pntdentius,
about ten years after the death of TJieodosius, (or about A.D. 405,) calls them vix pauca
ingenia, et pars hondnum rarlssima. ic ccaicely a few souls, and the scantiest part of
mankind." Sir /. Newton, p. 293.

** The heathen Roman empire had its trial for about 300 years, during which time
Christianity had been preached among them; but instead of listening to THE TRUTH,
they abused theii power in persecuting its professors. The dominion was then transferied
to the Christians themselves. And they, instead of reforming the errors of the apostacy,
established them by their councils) and defended them by confiscations, banishment, im~
pilsonment, and death."

'* At length, after the Christian empire had been tried foi about 450 years, a new
power arose, and the dominion over the Chuich was given into the hand of a Christian
Bishop. Rome began to flourish again, after it had been deprived of its power for
upwards of 200 years, and began to enjoy dominion in its new form of government
uudei the popedom, or papacy. But when this ecclesiastical power became enlaiged,
exalted, and established by Chailemagne, its power, presumption, and cruelty grew
up together vuth its tempo* al dominions, and the propagation of the Romish religion
throughout the extensive conquests of that empeior; thus contributing to carry the
apostacy in the western Chinch to the amazing height it afterwards reached, so as to
become the wonder of the world." Henty Taylor, On the Grand dpostary, Part II.
p. 11, &c,